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society was composed of reliable people, who would not go
about complaining of their losses and vaunting their gains,
so there was no   fear of the government stepping in to
hinder our amusements*
Talking one night with Baron Lefort, the son of Peter
the Great's celebrated admiral, I mentioned a certain noble-
man, and praised the indifference with which he bore his
losses at cards. The baron laughed, and said that the prince's
disinterestedness was not difficult to assume, as he played on
credit, and ne 7er paid.
cBut his honour is at stake!'
'Russians have a code of honour of their own, and it is
not affected by leaving their gambling debts unpaid. It is
tacitlr understood that he who plays on credit pays if he
chooses; if he does not choose, his creditor would only make
himself ridiculous by claiming the debt. In fact, dishonesty
at play has reached a point in Russia impossible to conceive
in any other part of Europe. I know several young men
belonging to the first families, who boast of having learned
how to outwit fortune—in other words, to cheat. One of
the Matuschkins defies the cheats of all nations. It is im-
possible, he says, for them to outwit him. He has just ob-
tained permission to travel for three years, and he declares
he will come back laden with spoils.3
I had a letter to Princess Daschkoff, and I took it to the
-country house, three versts from Petersburg, where she lived
in exile. She had helped the empress to mount the throne,
which shr. hoped to share with her. This was her crime.
The great Catherine, unable to indulge her favourite's
ambition, thought proper to mortify it.
The princess wore black for her husband. She received
me kindly, and promised to speak to M. Panin about
me. Three days later she wrote that I might present myself
to him whenever I chose. This little incident showed me
that Catherine was truly great; she had disgraced the
princess, but she allowed her favourite minister to pay her
court every evening. Well-informed people have told me

